RUSSIAN ENGINEER

the actual council meeting.  After which it could be
arranged for me to go to the South of Russia.

He considered that my attendance at that meeting
was imperative, as my views were required as an
imported specialist, and the reader will get a good
insight into Soviet methods when I describe what
followed.

On leaving Lukatskoff, I went to the Moscow
headquarters of the Trust, where I met the Red
director; in a most friendly manner I was greeted.
He told me how glad he was at the trend of events
and promised to help me in every way possible,
and taking both my hands shook them enthusiastic-
ally, much to my embarrassment, thanking me pro-
fusely for what I had done for him in LukatskofFs
office. I was later to learn that his gratitude for my
action was short-lived.

I returned to Tomsk to my work there, but the
director did not return, as he informed me he would.
This left me in a position where I could not get any
money on the spot. The time of the State Planning
Council came and went, and I received a telegram
from Lukatskoff asking why I had not attended the
meeting as he had requested.

Of course, I sent the only possible reply; that
none of us could find the director and that I could
not leave Tomsk for the simple reason that there
was nobody there to authorise my expenditure for
the journey. By this time I had had quite enough
of spending my own money on behalf of the Soviet,
and intended to waste no more in that way, I made
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